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Experiences Abroad

Patricia Yasuda

Whilst students are studying abroad at our sister colleges,
they always have unforgettable experiences. Here are reports
from two of our scholarship winners.

Nao (left) with her friends

I studied abroad from 2005 to 2006 at Johnson County Community College in the U.S. I was really struggling with a lot of
paper and homework. However, I really enjoy my life in the U.S. I want to share my experience with you.

JCCC has some club activities, and I belonged to International club. In JCCC, there are a lot of international students, and
some students belonged to this club. Not only these students, but also American could involve with. One day, this club provide
me(us) special activity, which is called “International Retreat.” This is for relaxing from daily life, which is busy with homework and
something burden. Moreover for enjoying learning the differences each country has. I was kind of tired and needed a break from
studying. I decided to take part in this activity. I stayed at some special place, which is located 30 minutes from college, and spent 3
days with another student. I shared my country’s custom with them, tried some snacks from another country, and danced Salsa and
something from China with everyone.

As I said before there are also American, I shared the room to stay with an American girl. I talked a lot of things with her, like
personal things. She looked interested in my country. I was really happy to feel it.

During staying there, I felt there are a lot of differences. Also, I felt how wonderful the differences are, because we could share

these things. I could enjoy and learn something rather than facing with computer and finish up my homework.

I went to Oxford with my friends on 11th November. It was a school trip. I visited Christ Church where Harry Potter films
were shot. My friends and I really like Harry Potter films. We were excited at those sights. I felt we were at Hogwarts. We
talked about the films while we were walking around there. We found the corridor which is in the film as well as the hall. The
church was beautiful. There was a lot of stained glass on the walls. That day was cloudy, so we could not see the glass through
sunshine. I like old English buildings which have stained glass. I have never seen those in Japan. English buildings and
Japanese buildings are completely different. This makes a strong impression on me. I really liked Oxford and hope to go there

again.
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