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Summer School in Wales 2004

Patricia Yasuda
This summer we went to Llandrillo College for the third time. The summer school was
smaller than usual but the classes were fun and the teachers were very kind. We had a
lot of rain this year so some of the activities had to be changed. The weather in Britain is
very unreliable!

Here are some commments from the students:

e Sumie Watanabe: Beauty Class

We stayed in Wales for one month and we went to the local college. The college was huge and there were a lot of technical facilities
on the same site. For example, cooking, art, business, tour conducting and beauty. Every day after language class, we had fun
activities. One day we had a beauty session. First of all, the teacher taught us how to massage hands and give a manicure. Then we
massaged and painted the nails of our partners. | felt like being a nail artist and | really enjoyed learning how to do it in English.

e Mariko Motai: Celtic Culture

| enjoyed this summer’s English programme in Wales. | had been looking forward to seeing things connected with Celtic culture
there and, as expected, | saw a lot of intersting things. For example, old Celtic churches, Celtic crosses on the gravestones and many
Celtic accessories in the gift shops. When | was a high school student, | went to England but did not see any evidence of Celtic culture
around so this was the best point about going to Wales. Everywhere in Wales, we saw many signs written in the Welsh language. This
was an unforgettable experience for me.

e Mina Shijo: Homestay

My host family in Wales was a really good couple named Keith and Myra. They were so kind and, on weekends, took me to various
places: for example, the church, their friend’s house and good restaurants for lunch. This way they gave me lots of chances to talk
with other people. That was a nice English lesson for me. My host mother cooked very well so we invited my friends for dinner. As a

result, | was always happy and relaxed. Thanks to my host family, my own family and my teachers | think this study abroad

programme was a good opportunity for me!
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Q: What was your major in college?

A: | took Education.

Q: Why did you become a teacher?

A: When | was at school, | had various part-time jobs. | worked
in a hairdressing salon, in a sweet shop and then in an office
but, whichever job | tried, | felt like a mis-fit. The only situation
in which | felt comfortable was in a scholastic setting, working
with others who were involved in education.

Q: Did you belong to any clubs in college?

A: No. In England, we do not have clubs like you have in Japan.
We have sports teams such as rugby, football and hockey; these
are very well supported. Actually, we had an Operatic Society
which put on excellent performances once or twice a year.

Q: Why did you decide to come to Japan?

A: Since | was a child, | have read non-fiction books about travel
and adventure so when | saw an advertisement about a job
teaching in Japan, | thought it was a wonderful opportunity to
travel and decided to apply. All my friends and family thought

I was mad. But I am very happy here even though | never

expected to get married and live here so long!

Patricia Yasuda

Patricia Yasuda

Q: What is your favorite place in the UK?

A: Actually, | really love London even though it is now a dirty
and rather dangerous place. There is always something
interesting going on . We can visit museums, go to the theatre
and enjoy the many parks they have there. In summer, outdoor
concerts are often held in the parks. | like to walk around
Hampstead and visit Kenwood House or Kenwood Gardens.

Q : What are the biggest differences for you between the
UK and Japan?

A: Well, there are so many big differences, it's hard to begin. The
ones affecting my life most at present are still the weather and
the food. Until | came to Japan, | had never experienced really
humid summers nor had | eaten such ‘strange” things as sea
urchin, for example. My favorite meal is breakfast but not if it is
Japanese-style!

Q: Do you have a message for the students?

A: The thing | remember most about student life is the people |

met and friends | made. It is very important to maintain contact

even after you graduate. Always keep in touch!
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